Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


SECRET 
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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 /026W 
031670 

0 211513Z APR 76 

FM AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7646 
INFO AMEMBASSY IIDDA IMMEDIATE 

SEC RET AMMAN 2152 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652 GDS 

TAGSS: PFOR MASS JO US SA 
SUBJECT: JORDAN AIR DEFENSE 

REF: (A) JIDDA 2878, (B) STATE 096381, (C) STATE 093532 

1 . 1 WAS ABLE TO SEE KING EARLY AFTERNOON APRIL 21 ABOUT 
PARA 2, REFTEL B. I TOLD KING THAT I HAD THREE POINTS 
TO MAKE TO HIM: (A) THAT WE APPEARED TO BE MAKING 
PROGRESS WITH SAUDIS. (B) THE SAUDIS WERE DISTURBED 
BY JORDANIAN STATEMENT IN LONDON WHICH THEY TOOK AS AIMED 
DIRECTLY AGAINST THEM AND (C) THEY HELD PRIME MINISTER 
RIFAI RESPONSIBLE FOR THAT STATEMENT. I TOOK THE LIBERTY 
OF ADDING THE GRACE NOTE THAT SAUDIS CONTINUE TO RESPECT 
AND ADMIRE THE KING. I THEN TLD KING THAT IT WAS 
PARTICUARLY IMPORTANT IN OUR EYES, WHILE THIS PROBLEM 
WAS BEINGWORKED ON BY US WITH THE SAUDIS THAT NO FURTHER 
PUBLIC STATEMENTS BE MADE. KING SAID HE SAW NO REASON OR NEED 
FOR ANY FURTHER PUBLIC STATMENTS FROM JORDAN. 

1 THANKED KING FOR HIS COOPERATIONS. 

2. KING ADDED FOR ME THAT RIFAI'S STATEMENT AS RIFAI 
HAD TOLD ME EARLIER WAS DESIGNED TO TRY TO TAKE SOME 
OF THE ANTI SAUDI STING OUT OF THE JORDANIAN PRESS CONFERENCE 
STATEMENT IN THE US WHICH APEARED TO PIN BLAME ON 
SAUDIS. I TOLD KING THAT WAS WHAT RIFAI HAD TOLD ME 
BUT OBVIOUSLY SAUDIS HAD NOT SEEN THE SITUATION IN THAT 
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LIGHT. KING ALSO SAID THAT ASIDE FROM SENDING LETTER 
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TO FAHD ASKING ABOUT DEPOSIT OF $300 MILLION HE WOULD 
DO NOTHING ELSE AND CONSIDERED THE MATTER AT PRESENT 
AS SOLELYBETWEEN THE US AND SAUDI ARABIA. 

3. 1 THOUGHT IT BEST TO SEE KING ON QUESTION 
IMMEDIATELY AND DIRECTLY HE IS CLEARLY MORE SYMPATHETIC 
WITH THE IDEA OF STAYING QUIET. HE IS ALSO THE ONLY ONE 
WHO CAN KEEP RIFAI IN CHECK. I WILL KEEP AFTER RIFAI ON 
THISALSO AT THE NEXT OPPORTUNITY. 

PICKERING 


SECRET 
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